
  FLOWCHART
 APPLICATION FOR AN ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE 

     IN TERMS OF THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT
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 Upon receiving comment Environmental 
Commissioner decides if an Environmental 

Assessment (EA) is required

Project proponent applies to Competent Authority [ Department of Water 
Affairs] for principle approval for water abstraction as first step in application 

for Environmental Clearance
[SECTIONS A-C OF GUIDELINES] 

No
EA 

Environmental
clearance

EA

Environmental
Assessment
[SECTION D]

Environmental
Report

[SECTION D]

Directorate Resource 
Management obtains 
comment from

Division Hydrology
Division Geohydrology
Division Water Environment

 Responsible Local Water Committee

Division Agricultural Engineering for 
recommendations on soil and water 
requirements, and energy costs

Directorate Resource 
Management issues / does not 
issue principal approval to 
abstract water; passes 
application with comment to 
Environmental Commissioner Environmental Commissioner invites 

comments from interested and 
affected parties
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 On receipt of Environmental Report, the Environmental Commissioner may -

Call for an 
independent review 

of the project

  Refer the report 
      back to the 
            proponent

Pass the report on 
to the Sustainable 

Development 
Commission 

The Sustainable Development Commission

grants an
Environmental

Clearance

refuses an 
Environmental 

Clearance

Ask for further 
public comment

Division Agricultural 
Engineering available for 
technical assistance in 
surveying, design and 
costing


