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Director of Ceremonies, Mrs. Veronique Mathieu, President of the Hunting Intergroup  
Honourable Members of the European Parliament,  
Members of the Sustainable Hunting, Biodiversity and Countryside Activities Intergroup of 
the European Parliament 
Representatives of Safari Club International and the Federation of Associations for Hunting 
and Conservation of the European Union  
Distinguished Invited Guests, 
Ladies and Gentlemen 
 
I thank the Safari Club International (SCI), the Safari Club International Foundation (SCIF), the 
Federation of Associations for Hunting and Conservation of the European Union (FACE) for inviting 
me to take part in these very important discussions on the subject of CITES, wildlife and 
development and trophy hunting.  These discussions are very important for Namibia as you might 
know that conservation and natural resources management is not only our natural responsibility but 
it is also a constitutional obligation.  I refer to natural responsibility because Namibia is 
predominantly a christian society.  And the bible tells us that at creation God created a man 
thereafter, he created animals and place them under the care of man for use as well as for use as 
well as for care and production.  In a modern world in particular in Namibia what come from 
creation is reformed through our conservation and monitoring  laws and ? of our wildlife. 
 
Director of ceremonies, in the past decade alone, Namibia has gone through different wildlife 
management regimes, that have seen our wildlife populations move from the brink of eradication to 
an un-preceded recovery.  Through this we have learnt valuable lesson that have shaped our 
conservation approach.   
 
In line with our constitution Namibia strongly believes in sustainable utilization of natural resources.  
The supreme law of our country, the Constitution of Namibia, makes provision for intergenerational 
equity with regard to access to natural resources.  Article 95 L of the constitution reads  “the state 
shall actively promote and maintain the welfare of the people by adopting inter alia policies aimed 
at …maintenance of ecosystems, essential ecological processes and biological diversity of 
Namibia and utilization of living natural resources on a sustainable basis for the benefit of all 
Namibians, both present and future…” .  I am happy to inform you that we are guided by these 
principles in our approach to natural resource management including wildlife. 
 
Since independence in 1990 Namibia has adopted a ñfive pillarò approach to the conservation of 
our environment and the utilization of natural resources to the benefit of our people today and in 
the future.  This are; 
 
 
1. enabling policy and legal framework aimed at the restoration of rights over  wildlife and natural 

resources; 
2. economic value of wildlife as an incentive for conservation; 
3. Forging a strong linkage between conservation and rural development and poverty alleviation 

through Community Based Natural Resources Management (CBNRM)  
4. Building on the enthusiasm amongst rural people and an inherently positive disposition 

towards wildlife as part of their natural heritage, and a strong sense of ownership of the wildlife 
resource; 
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5.  a sound regulatory and monitoring framework for the use of wildlife resources, whether for 
own use, trade or hunting 

 
We believe that this approach to our conservation is being successful and is reaping the benefits 
for both human and the environment. 
 
However, it is perhaps beneficial to look back into the history of Namibia, and to remind ourselves 
of the evolutionary process which brought us to these five pillars. At the turn of the century, 
Namibia was severely affected by the disenfranchisement of her people from their natural 
resources, which characterized the most of Africa at that time.  
 
Access to wildlife resources was controlled by the State, which saw people as the enemy and 
fenced wildlife into parks to protect them from the people.  Wildlife resources were seen as only 
owned by the State, as competition to the livestock industry and without economic value to the 
landowner.  As a result poaching became rampant and caused severe reduction in wildlife 
numbers. Charismatic species such as elephants and desert adapted black rhinoceros where at 
the brink of extinction and white rhinoceros were totally extinct in Namibia.  
 
Subsequently we have seen how, through the Nature Conservation Act of 1975, the devolution of 
conditional rights to farmers on private land initiated the process of reversing the reduction of 
wildlife. Farmers developed wildlife based enterprises initially based first on trophy hunting, and 
later on ecotourism. Recognising the full economic potential of trophy hunting for their sector, 
private farmers embarked on a more strategic approach to game ranging with the aim of ensuring 
sustainability and increasing profitability of their enterprise.  Those activities represent the signal of 
wildlife species recovery in Namibia.  
 
In other words those programmes acted as an incentive for farmers to manage their wildlife at 
optimum growth rates.  Subsequently due to those wildlife based enterprises, wildlife populations 
on private farms soared.  Species that were threatened or were near extinction recovered. 
Elephant and black rhino numbers quadrupled and white rhinoceros were re-introduced and 
Namibia once again has a viable white rhino population.  Today, 80% of wildlife is found outside 
protected areas, a significant percentage of this is on private farms, in particular the various 
antelopes species such as springbucks, gemsbok and kudus.  
 
Given the success on private land, the model was moulded into a similar system for Namibiaôs 
communal land.  With independence, Namibia saw the enactment of the Nature Conservation 
Amendment Act of 1996, which devolved the same rights to rural communities. This was followed 
by the development of the Community-based Natural Resources Management (CBNRM) 
programme, which encouraged and stimulated the formation of conservancies with the primary 
objective of benefiting communities through the sustainable utilization of natural resources as well 
as maintaining biodiversity.   
 
Under the CBNRM programme, wildlife resources on state land outside protected area increased 
significantly. Various species such as black rhino and black-faced impala were re-introduced into 
their former range.  Last year alone, the Ministry supported by its development partners including 
theEuropean Union has translocated in excess of 2000 animals to conservancies.  Over the years 
we have seen the growth in capacity of the conservancies to manage this wildlife, and to develop 
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economic activities based on their wildlife.  We have seen the creation of jobs and the generation 
of revenue in areas that previously had few options other than subsistence farming. We have seen 
how well local communities have integrated wildlife management into other forms of land use.  
Currently there are 58 conservancies in Namibia and generating an income N$XXXXXX . In a 
country of an amount N$20 billion national budget, which generated from conservancies can 
difference in the life of communities concerned.  
 
 
CBNRM is also at the heart of national approach to elephant conservation.  Many of the 
conservancies fall within areas in north-eastern Namibia that serve as the migratory routes, 
drought corridors or seasonal range of several thousand elephant. 
 
Most of Namibian elephants occur outside protected areas on marginal agricultural land, along with 
some of the least affluent people in the country. Namibia is an arid country, and its elephants must 
be highly mobile to exploit favourable opportunities over a very large range. They typically have 
distinct dry season ranges depending on the availability of permanent water and much larger wet 
season dispersal areas.  The principal reason for drought tolerance is the great mobility of 
elephants in Namibia and their knowledge of terrain that allows them to travel long distances 
between waterholes.  It is therefore vital that elephants retain access to range in and out of 
protected areas and important movement corridors, and this will only be possible if they are not 
seen as incompatible with farming practices.   Under the CBNRM, our effective management 
practises and a conservation policy based on law enforcement, habitat protection and sustainable 
use have resulted a significant expansion of elephant range of about 100 000km2.   
 
Unlike human being wildlife know no borders.  To facilitate the free movement of wildlife in 
particular elephant the concept of trans-frontier conservation areas is being imported in the in the 
SADC region. Namibia is part to this namely the one between Namibia and South Africa, (Ais Ais 
Richtersveld) between Namibia and Angola (Iona Skeleton Coast), and the big one that has five 
these are Angola, Botswana, Namibia, Zambia and Zimbabwe.   The Kavango Zambezi TFCA 
(KAZA).   As a region, we have adapted TFCA programme to enable us to manage our wildlife 
together and sustainability and to create enough for wildlife movement elephant, and this has 
contributed significantly to the recovery of wildlife in particular in the Southern Africa region. 
 
As a result of increase in elephant numbers, conflicts between people and elephants on communal 
land has and continues to increase throughout the elephantsô range, because people and 
elephants use the same resources, that is, water, space, pastures, access routes. At the same we 
have seen increase in community tolerance to living with elephants, because communities are able 
to generate income through trophy hunting and ecotourism to offset the damage caused by 
elephant.   
 
Last year, 2009 The Namibian Cabinet has approved the Human Wildlife Conflict Management 
Policy aimed at finding and maintaining ways for humans and wildlife to co-exist.  Government 
committed seed monies to assist conservancies to develop self-insurance schemes.  Under this 
policy conservancies would utilize revenue generated through trophy hunting, live sale and other 
form of legal wildlife utilization to offset to losses incurred by their members as a result of human 
wildlife conflict.   
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Director of ceremonies, 
 
 The increase in wildlife numbers in Namibia observed over the past three decades is not mainly 
due to increased conservation efforts by the State, nor is it due to the sudden desire by local 
communities and landowners to stop poaching and start conserving.  It was driven by economic 
incentive and a sense of ownership created by the conditional rights to utilize wildlife resource 
given to communities and landowners.  
 
The proposal submitted by Kenya and her co-proponent seeking to amend the annotation 
concerning the elephant populations Botswana, Namibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe raises two 
serious concerns:  Firstly it undermines the African compromise reached at CoP14, in 2007 in the 
Hague, which is the current annotation.  
 
Namibia and all SADC members states are party to CITES and we respect our obligation with it.  
We strongly believe that the African compromise reached at CoP14, in 2007, in the Hague long 
way in assisting our countries and our communities to appreciate the and conserve wildlife in 
particular elephants they can see direct economic benefits.  Any negative change on the 
compromise as proposed by Kenya and her co-proponents will have a negative impact on our 
conservation programmes as it will e extremely difficult to convince communities to co-exist with 
animals. As a region, we have continue to share best practice in the area of conservation. And 
whether the TFCA programmes will harmonise our conservation practices, laws and programmes.  
This enabling compatible sustainable use of wildlife in the SADC region within the CoP 
compromise .  
 
In other worlds, the proposal undermines the investment and progress made by Namibia and other 
SADC members States in terms of elephant management, as well as our efforts to encourage co-
existence of rural people with wildlife, thus securing a future for wildlife outside of and within 
protected areas.  
 
Director of ceremonies,  
 
At this stage on behalf of my country and the SADC region I wish to thank the European Union for 
facilitating the African compromise during the CoP14.   
 
I believe you all agree that the CoP14 compromise has made a significant contribution to 
conservation in our countries.  I am therefore from this XXXX requesting the European Union to 
support the retainment of the CoP14 compromise and call for its full realisation.  I am putting this 
request because this meeting is taking place at the time when we are preparing for the fifteenth 
Conference of Parties to CITES an which decision on Kenyaôs  proposal to amend the CoP14 
compromise will take place.  
 
One again, thank you very much for having accorded me this opportunity to share with you the 
Namibian position experience on conservation and related.   
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